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Exclusive extracts from this 120-page-long report:

- What is the business?

The food industry covers a huge number of activities involved in creating an array of products from a
wide range of sources. The focus of this report is on food processing, that is to say the transforming of
raw ingredients, by physical or chemical means, for consumption. Companies in this industry
manufacture and process a wide variety of foods, including meat, seafood, dairy products, fruits and
vegetables, milled grains and oilseeds, baked goods, and sweets. [...]

- What are the main markets?

Population growth and increasing wealth is to be found particularly in emerging markets, which are also
seeing a shift towards Western lifestyles and a move away from carbohydrate-based staple foods to
higher-value, protein-rich meat and dairy products. On mature markets, nutrition is increasingly being
recognised as a way to improve health. Demand for healthier versions of existing products or nutritious
new products is on the up. In the same vein, organic foods are seeing increasing demand. At the same
time, price, convenience and indulgence are major demand drivers. [...]

- Who are the key players?

The world’s largest packaged food specialists have very different profiles. Nestlé is, by far, the largest
foodmaker, with a highly diversified portfolio, much like direct competitor Pepsico. Except fast moving
consumer goods giant Unilever, all other groups are food specialists, focused on up to four or five major
segments (snacks, dairy, breakfast cereals, sauces, etc.). [...]

- How intense is competition?

Food companies compete with other local, regional and global manufacturers, with considerable
differences between regions. Competition tends to be more concentrated in developed markets, where
the biggest manufacturers control most shelf space. The rise of private labels, and many small companies
carving out niche markets in fast growing segments (organic food, vegan food, ethnic food, etc.), has
further reinforced competition in recent years. [...]

To find out more on the sector and its leading corporations, please find enclosed the order form to
obtain this exclusive report by Xerfi Global.

Aurélien Duthoit
Analyst, Xerfi Global
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